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Souvignier Gris

Type: PIWI

Colour: White

Origin: Freiburg

Crossing: Seyval blanc x Zahringer

Date of crossing: 1983

Planted area in Germany (2024): 566-ha
Year of registration: 2012

Planted area in GB (2024): 4.61

Souvignier gris is a Seyval blanc x Zahringer cross, the latter being a Gewdlrztraminer x
Riesling hybrid. Its strong disease resistance comes from Seyval, while its wine quality
reflects its high-class vinifera heritage. Earlier believed to be a Cabernet Sauvignon x
Bronner cross, DNA analysis corrected this. The variety shows excellent resistance to downy
mildew, good resistance to powdery mildew and botrytis, and forms loose clusters with

berries that turn dark pink as they ripen. A minimal spray programme is still advised.

It is one of the most successful PIWIs, widely planted across Germany, Austria, Switzerland,
Belgium, France and other cool European regions. Its popularity is driven by reliability, strong
yields in challenging climates and better-than-average wine quality, often compared to a

Chardonnay—Muscat blend. Scoring third in recent PIWI competitions, Souvignier gris



appears promising for specialist growers in Great Britain, combining resilience with

attractive flavour and style.



