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Solaris 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: White 

Origin: Freiburg 

Crossing: Merzling x Gm 6493 

Date of crossing: 1975 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 230-ha 

Year of registration: 2001 

Area planted in GB (2024): 117.07-ha 

 

Solaris is a Freiburg interspecific crossing bred by Dr Norbert Becker in 1975, originally 

known as Fr. 240-75 and released in 2001. Its parents – Merzling and Gm 6493 – combine 

vinifera traits with Vitis amurensis influence. Merzling brings Seyval blanc and Riesling–Pinot 

Gris ancestry, while Gm 6493 derives from Zarya Severa × Muscat Ottonel, linking Solaris 

distantly to Rondo. Plantings have grown steadily: Germany increased from 194 hectares in 

2012 to 230 hectares by 2024, and the variety is now established in Switzerland, northern 

Italy and cooler northern European countries, where it is especially dominant in Denmark. 

Solaris is vigorous, with large leaves, loose bunches and excellent resistance to botrytis, 

downy mildew, powdery mildew and black rot. It ripens very early with extremely high sugars 

– often exceeding 100°Öchsle – and relatively low acidity. Wasps can be an issue due to 



early ripening. In Great Britain, Solaris expanded from 16 hectares in 2013 to over 117 

hectares in 2024, making it the country’s most rapidly growing PIWI and soon likely to 

surpass Seyval blanc. It is widespread nationally across 215 vineyard parcels, including 

significant areas in East Anglia, the West, the Midlands and Wales. 

Wine quality is strong, with Solaris earning high results in WineGB competitions and topping 

PIWI International Wine Competition scores from 2022 to 2024. Its reliability, disease 

resistance and very early ripening make it a key variety for marginal climates and regions 

looking to reduce spray use. With vineyards advancing northwards, Solaris is poised to play 

an increasingly important role in future cool-climate plantings. 

 


