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Seyval Blanc 

Type: Hybrid 

Colour: White 

Origin: Seyve-Villard Nursery, St Vallier, France 

Crossing: Seibel 5656 x Seibel 4986 

Date of crossing: 1921 

Planted area in GB (2024): 122.71 

Year of registration: Not known 

 

Seyval blanc, originally bred in 1921 by Bertille Seyve at the Seyve-Villard nursery, is a hybrid 

with a long and sometimes misunderstood history. Its parentage – correctly Seibel 5656 × 

Seibel 4986 – was clarified by ampelographer Pierre Galet. Although once thought to be 

declining in France, plantings have risen to over 2,500 hectares, with smaller but significant 

areas in Canada, the US northeast, Switzerland and Great Britain. In Britain, it has grown 

steadily from 88 hectares in 2015 to about 123 hectares today, valued for reliability, yield 

and disease tolerance. It ranks as the country’s fifth most planted variety, though Solaris 

may soon overtake it. 

The variety arrived in Britain in the late 1940s through pioneers Edward Hyams and Ray 

Brock and quickly proved well suited to the climate. Seyval is moderately vigorous, sets 

crops reliably, and ripens between Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. Yields can be very high, and 



although sugars were historically low, climate change has improved ripeness. Its open habit, 

small leaves and modest disease pressure make it versatile, though botrytis risk rises late in 

the season. It blends well, takes oak and lees ageing, and is particularly valued for sparkling 

wine. 

Despite lingering prejudice against hybrids, Seyval has a strong record of high-quality wines, 

including multiple major awards. Its usefulness in marginal sites, suitability for organic 

farming and strong sparkling-wine performance have helped revive interest. With careful 

clonal selection and canopy management, Seyval blanc remains a dependable, adaptable 

and often underrated variety that continues to earn its place in Great Britain’s vineyards. 

 


