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Shonburger

Colour: White

Origin: Geisenheim

Crossing: Pinot noir x Pirovano 1

Date of crossing: 1939

Planted area in Germany (2024): 13-ha
Year of registration: 1980

Planted area in GB (2024): 19.92-ha

Schonburger, created at Geisenheim in 1939 by crossing Pinot noir with Pirdvano 1
(Chasselas rosa x Muscat Hamburg), was originally intended as a German table grape but
found limited success at home, with only around 13 hectares remaining in 2022. However, it
has been more widely grown in cooler regions such as Canada, New Zealand and Britain.
The variety ripens early, produces small but flavour-packed berries, and reliably achieves
high sugars and low acidity, giving wines with fragrant muscat tones and gentle

Gewdlirztraminer-like character.

In Britain, Schonburger gained popularity from the late 1970s, earning major awards and
reaching 75.3 hectares by 1990 thanks to its dependable cropping, disease tolerance and
ability to produce consistently high-quality fruit. Although current plantings have fallen to
under 20 hectares — partly due to its unfashionable name and perception as a lightweight
aromatic style — well-made examples remain charming, especially with a touch of residual
sugar. As interest in still wines increases and growers seek reliable early-ripening options,

Schonburger may yet see a modest revival and remains a variety worth watching.



