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Sauvignon blanc

Colour: White

Origin: Original variety

Planted area in Germany (2024): 2,054-ha
Planted area in GB (2024): 56.17-ha

Sauvignon blanc is one of the world’s most versatile and recognisable white varieties,
capable of outstanding wines in styles ranging from Marlborough’s zesty, high-acid
expressions to the lean, mineral examples of Sancerre and Pouilly-Fumé, as well as richer,
oak-influenced Fumé Blanc and its long-established role in Sauternes. Global plantings
continue to expand, with Germany now exceeding 2,000 hectares and many European
regions adopting it. Numerous clones exist worldwide, offering a wide span of flavour

profiles and performance.

In Britain, Sauvignon blanc has grown from marginal plantings in the 1990s to 56.17
hectares in 2024, largely driven by new vineyards in Essex, Kent and East Sussex. However, it
remains challenging to grow: fruit-set can be erratic, ripening unreliable and only the
warmest seasons tend to yield fully expressive wines. Occasional successes - such as
Woodchester Valley's award-winning 2018 — show its potential on top sites, but the variety
still demands careful clone and site selection. While commercially appealing thanks to its
name recognition, its long-term role in the UK is likely to remain limited and niche, perhaps

supported by blending.



