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Rondo (GM 6494/5) 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Geisenheim (via Lednice Viticultural College) 

Crossing: Zarya Severa (Severnyi) x St Laurent 

Date of crossing: 1964 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 7-ha 

Year of registration: 1997 

Planted area in GB (2024): 64.23-ha 

 
 

Rondo has one of the most intricate histories of any modern grape variety, tracing its origins 

to Vitis amurensis, a wild species from Manchuria adapted to extremely cold winters and 

early ripening. Its development spans Russia, Czechoslovakia and Germany, beginning with 

Michurin’s early 20th-century selection of Seyanets Malengra, followed by Potapenko and 

Zakharova’s creation of Zarya Severa, and finally Professor Kraus’s 1964 cross with St. 

Laurent. The resulting variety was refined at Geisenheim by Helmut Becker, who labelled 

it Gm 6494/5 before it was eventually named Rondo. 

Trials in Britain from the 1980s onwards showed Rondo to be well matched to cool climates: 

early ripening, reliably productive and deeply coloured. As a result, plantings grew from just 2 



ha in 1990 to over 64 ha by 2024, making it the second most planted red variety in the UK 

after Pinot-based grapes used mainly for sparkling wine. It is also widely grown in Belgium, 

Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden. 

However, while vigorous and capable of producing strikingly dark wines, Rondo’s wine 

quality is modest, with flavours often seen as unusual and acidity sometimes challenging. 

Competing varieties such as Pinot noir Précoce and Regent now offer superior potential. 

Rondo remains useful for difficult sites and dependable cropping, but most leading 

vineyards do not view it as a long-term premium option. Growers should taste examples 

from the UK and other cool regions to judge its style for themselves. 

 


