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Reichensteiner

Colour: White

Origin: Geisenheim, Germany

Crossing: Miiller-Thurgau x (Madeleine Angevine x Calabreser-Froelich)
Date of crossing: 1939

Planted area in Germany (2024): 30-ha

Year of registration: 1978

Planted area in GB (2024): 64.53-ha

Reichensteiner, created at Geisenheim in 1939 by crossing Miiller-Thurgau with a Madeleine
Angevine x Calabreser-Froelich seedling, is an early-ripening variety capable of high yields,
good sugars and relatively low acidity. Once valued in Germany as a practical alternative to
“wet-sugaring,” it has since declined to just 30 hectares in 2024, though it remains useful in
cooler regions such as Belgium, Denmark and Sweden. Its neutral character makes it a
flexible blending partner, and it has also been used in several crossings, including Garanoir

and Ehrenbreitsteiner.

Introduced to Britain in 1971, Reichensteiner quickly demonstrated its reliability, producing
consistent crops with an open canopy and better ventilation than Miiller-Thurgau. While not
especially aromatic as a varietal, it offers body, sugar and soft acidity that can support
blends, sparkling bases or sweet styles if picked late. UK plantings have fallen from 113.9

hectares in 1990 to 64.53 hectares in 2024 but now appear to be stabilising or slowly rising.



Thanks to its dependable yields and suitability for cooler sites, Reichensteiner remains a

valuable option for vineyards in more challenging regions.



