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Regent 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Geilweilerhof 

Crossing: Diana x Chambourcin 

Date of crossing: 1967 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 1,525-ha 

Year of registration: 1994 

Planted area in GB (2024): 32.42-ha 

 

Regent, bred in 1967 at Geilweilerhof by Professor Alleweldt, is a cross of Diana (Silvaner × 

Müller-Thurgau) and Chambourcin, giving it both vinifera heritage and strong hybrid disease 

resistance. Its name references Le Régent, the famous 410-carat diamond once set in the 

crown of Louis XV. Released in Germany in 1994, it became the first of the modern PIWIs 

and grew rapidly in popularity. Although still widely planted across cool-climate regions, its 

prominence is now slowly declining as newer, more resistant red PIWIs gain favour. 

Germany’s plantings peaked at over 2,100 hectares in 2008 but have since fallen to around 

1,565 hectares, though Regent remains the country’s seventh most common red variety and 

was historically significant as the first interspecific crossing approved for Quality Wine. In 

Britain, it has been grown since the early 1990s and now covers about 32 hectares. It is less 



disease-prone than Dornfelder or Rondo, ripens relatively early, yields well, and can deliver 

deep-coloured wines with soft tannins, good oak affinity and manageable acidity. 

Regent’s wine quality is respectable – earning high scores in PIWI competitions – and it 

performs well both alone and in blends, particularly with Rondo and Dornfelder. However, its 

slow expansion in Great Britain suggests growers increasingly favour Pinot Noir, 

Frühburgunder and the newer PIWI reds such as Cabernet Cortis, Cabaret Noir and Divico, 

which offer even stronger natural resistance. Regent remains a solid but no longer first-

choice option, and growers should taste examples from GB and other cool regions to judge 

its potential. 

 


