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Pinot noir 

Synonym: Blauer Spätburgunder, Spätburgunder, Pinot Nero 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Original variety 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 11,437-ha 

Planted area in GB (2024): 1,369.77-ha 

 

Pinot noir is one of the world’s most ancient and genetically diverse varieties, thriving across 

an extraordinary climatic range from cool Germany and Norway to warm regions such as 

California, Chile, and South Africa. In Britain, it was among the earliest grapes planted, 

though early pioneers largely deemed it too late-ripening and unreliable for still red wine. 

Early enthusiasm, shaped by Champagne’s influence, proved premature, and for decades 

truly successful examples were rare. Advances in clonal material, disease control, grower 

expertise, and longer growing seasons have since transformed Pinot noir’s prospects in the 

UK. 

Plantings have risen sharply from just 11 hectares in 1984 to around 1,370 hectares today, 

now representing nearly 30% of Britain’s vineyard area. This growth has been driven by 

sparkling wine demand, improved ripening consistency, manageable acidity, and the 

powerful market recognition of the Pinot noir name. The “Nyetimber effect” demonstrated 

the viability of classic varieties, accelerating adoption across serious producers. Pinot noir 



now underpins both high-quality traditional-method sparkling wines and an increasing 

number of credible, premium-priced red wines. 

Viticulturally, Pinot noir buds early and requires careful site selection, disciplined botrytis 

control, and well-timed canopy management. Yields of around 10 t/ha are achievable for 

sparkling wine, while still red production demands much lower cropping. Although too many 

British Pinot noirs remain thin and acidic, leading producers now routinely achieve medal-

winning wines. With further clonal refinement and site matching, Pinot noir’s role in Britain is 

set to strengthen. 

 


