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Pinot gris (Rülander) 

Synonym: Grauburgunder, Ruländer, Pinot Grigio, 

Colour: White 

Origin: Original variety 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 8,404-ha 

Planted area in GB (2024): 79.94-ha 

 

Pinot gris, a widely distributed member of the Pinot family, shows remarkable stylistic 

versatility and has become increasingly important across Europe. German plantings exceed 

8,400 hectares, producing both dry Grauburgunder and richer Ruländer styles, while Alsace 

remains its most prestigious home for high-quality dry, off-dry and late-harvest wines. Italy 

grows vast areas for crisp, neutral styles, and many New World regions have also adopted it. 

With numerous clones available, the variety adapts readily to different climates and market 

demands. 

In Britain, Pinot gris has expanded rapidly from 6 hectares in 2007 to nearly 80 hectares in 

2024, making it one of the country’s fastest-growing varieties. It needs warm sites, careful 

canopy management and controlled yields to achieve full ripeness, and some vineyards 

report uneven flowering and multi-pass harvests. As plantings increase, more high-quality 

UK Pinot gris wines are emerging, supported by warmer recent vintages. While unlikely to 

become a major sparkling component, it shows promise as a useful still-wine variety that 

should continue to strengthen its position in British vineyards. 

 


