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Pinot blanc

Synonym: WeilRerburgunder, Pinot Bianco
Colour: White

Origin: Original variety

Planted area in Germany (2024): 6,362-ha

Planted area in GB (2024): 53.85-ha

Pinot blanc, a long-established member of the Pinot family, is widely grown across Europe
and valued for its reliability, generous yields and Chardonnay-like wine style. It is increasingly
popular in Germany, which now has over 6,000 hectares, and performs strongly in Alsace,
Alto Adige and other cool-to-temperate regions. Generally easier to ripen than Chardonnay, it

produces approachable wines and offers versatility for both still and sparkling production.

In Britain, Pinot blanc was first planted in 1979 but only began to expand from 2005 as
warmer seasons revealed its potential. UK plantings have risen steadily to 53.85 hectares in
2024, and although it requires good sites and careful canopy management to avoid botrytis,
it is no more demanding than Chardonnay. Initially used mainly for sparkling base wines, it is
now making successful varietal still wines, with producers like Chapel Down demonstrating
its quality. With its strong pedigree and growing track record, Pinot blanc is likely to continue

gaining ground in UK vineyards.



