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Phoenix 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: White 

Origin: Geilweilerhof 

Crossing: Bacchus x Villard blanc (Seyve-Villard 12-375) 

Date of crossing: 1964 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 39-ha 

Year of registration: 1992 

Planted area in GB (2024): 28.95-ha 

 

Phoenix, bred by Dr. Alleweldt at Geilweilerhof from a Bacchus × Seyve-Villard 12-375 cross, 

is related to Sirius and Staufer and offers moderate disease resistance with good wood 

ripening. Introduced to Britain in the late 1980s, it has grown slowly, reaching 29 ha by 2024, 

with most plantings in western, midlands and northern regions - largely influenced by Three 

Choirs’ long-term success with the variety. 

Producing higher sugars and lower acidity than Müller-Thurgau, Phoenix delivers a lighter, 

less intense Bacchus-like profile and is the best PIWI option for that style. It requires a 

decent site and minimal spraying to maintain yields. Growers can explore wines from the UK 

and other cool climates to assess its character and suitability. 


