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Ortega

Colour: White

Origin: Wiirzburg

Crossing: Miiller-Thurgau x Siegerrebe
Date of crossing: 1948

Planted area in Germany (2024): 324-ha
Year of registration: 1971

Planted area in GB (2024): 45.17-ha

Ortega, a 1948 crossing by Dr Hans Breider of Miiller-Thurgau and Siegerrebe, was
registered in 1971 and named after the philosopher José Ortega y Gasset. In Germany,
where plantings have fallen from 951 hectares in 2001 to 324 hectares in 2024, it ripens
early, reaches high natural sugars, and has low acidity, making it a useful blending
component for higher-acid varieties such as Riesling. Its rich, spicy flavour profile and ability

to achieve high ripeness allow it to perform well on warm sites.

Introduced to Britain in 1971, Ortega has gained steady, if modest, popularity, increasing to
45.17 hectares by 2024. It ripens early with high sugars and good flavour but is vulnerable to
frost, coulure and late-season botrytis, requiring careful canopy and disease management.
When fully ripe, it produces aromatic, zesty wines and can even work well in barrel-aged or
skin-contact styles, with notable successes from producers such as Biddenden, Chapel
Down and Westwell. Though likely to remain a minor variety, it offers reliable quality and

may become increasingly valuable as vineyards expand into cooler northern regions.



