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Orion 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: White 

Origin: Geilweilerhof 

Crossing: Optima x Seyve-Villard 12-375 (Villard blanc) 

Date of crossing: 1964 

Planted area in Germany (2023): None 

Year of registration: 1994 

Planted area in GB (2024): 13.96-ha 

 

Orion is a Geilweilerhof crossing created in 1964 by Professor Dr Alleweldt and registered in 

1994. Its parentage is is Optima, which is ((Silvaner × Riesling) × Müller-Thurgau), crossed 

with Seyve-Villard 12-375 (Villard Blanc). It is less disease resistant than older hybrids such 

as Seyval Blanc and usually requires spraying for Powdery Mildew, though it shows good 

Botrytis resistance, reliable wood ripening and fruitful basal buds. 

Introduced to Britain in the late 1990s, Orion reached nearly 14 hectares by 2024 across 59 

vineyard parcels. Single-varietal wines are rare, but styles are typically described as fruity 

and aromatic. Plantings are stable rather than expanding, with particular interest in more 

northerly sites. 


