
 

 

Vine varieties, clones and rootstocks for vineyards in Great Britain – 
3rd Edition 

 

 

Muscaris 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: White 

Origin: Freiburg 

Crossing: Solaris x Gelbe Muskateller (Yellow Muscat) 

Date of crossing: 1987 

Planted area in Germany (2023): 166-ha 

Planted area in Austria (2023-24): 97-ha 

Year of registration: 2012 

Planted area in GB (2024): 5.67-ha 

Planted area in Belgium (2023): 23-ha 

 

Muscaris is a complex Freiburg crossing from Dr Norbert Becker, combining muscat and 

Amurensis heritage for early ripening and lower acidity, plus Seyval blanc for added disease 

resistance. It has good but not top-tier mildew resistance, so a basic spray programme is 

needed. The vine can suffer magnesium deficiency and may grow in a bushy, untidy form, 

making shoot selection and canopy management important. Early budburst means frost-

prone sites should be avoided, while ripening occurs around Müller-Thurgau, often with high 

natural sugars and loose to very loose bunches. 



Its wine quality is excellent, reflected in very high PIWI competition scores, and it can suit 

sparkling wine in higher-acid seasons. Muscaris is planted in 34 vineyard parcels across 

Great Britain, notably absent from the south-east. Growers considering it should explore 

wines from GB and other cool regions to judge its aromatic, high-quality style. 

 


