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Miiller-Thurgau

Colour: White

Origin: Geisenheim, Germany

Crossing: Riesling x Madeleine Royale30
Date of crossing: 1882

Year of registration: 1923

Planted area in Germany (2024): 10,511-ha

Planted area in GB (2024): 37.43-ha

Miiller-Thurgau (MT), created in 1882 by Swiss breeder Hermann Miiller while at
Geisenheim, remained a mystery-parentage crossing until DNA analysis in 2001 finally
confirmed it as Riesling x Madeleine Royale. Once prized for its early ripening, soft acidity
and generous yields, MT expanded rapidly across Europe in the mid-20th century, becoming
Germany'’s most planted variety by 1999 with over 20,000 hectares. Since then, changing
tastes and warmer climates have seen German plantings fall to 10,511 hectares, though it

remains popular in Luxembourg, Alto Adige and other cooler European regions.

Introduced to Britain in the late 1940s, MT became a cornerstone of early UK vineyards
thanks to its perceived suitability for a cool, misty climate and its ability to crop reliably. It
dominated plantings through the 1970s and 1980s, reaching 149 hectares in 1984, and was

widely promoted by influential early growers. However, its extreme vigour, shading issues,



susceptibility to botrytis and irregular cropping made it demanding to manage. As British
viticulture shifted toward higher-quality varieties, MT declined steadily to 37.43 hectares in
2024. While capable of pleasant, fruity wines when fully ripe, it is now regarded as a variety

with little long-term relevance for the UK.



