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Meunier

Synonyms: Pinot Meunier, Schwarzriesling, Miillerrebe — and, in Britain only —
Wrotham Pinot

Colour: Red
Origin: Original variety
Planted area in Germany: 1,598-ha (2024)

Planted area in GB (2024): 410.78-ha

Meunier is a mutation within the Pinot family and accounts for roughly one-third of total
plantings in Champagne, where it plays a vital but often understated role alongside
Chardonnay and Pinot noir. Valued for its later budburst, higher natural acidity, and
consistently higher yields, Meunier is particularly suited to cooler sites and north-facing
slopes where frost risk is elevated. Its distinctive hairy, white-backed leaves and dusty shoot
tips are classic identifiers, though like other Pinots it can show reversion to Pinot noir.
Despite being excluded from Grand Cru designation, Meunier contributes to some of

Champagne’s most prestigious blends.

In Britain, Meunier’s early history was confused by the so-called “Wrotham Pinot,” discovered
in Kent in the 1950s and later recognised as Meunier. Although early plantings were limited
and often neglected, the variety has undergone a major revival since the mid-2000s. From
just 5.5 hectares in 1990, plantings have expanded to over 410 hectares by 2024, making
Meunier the third most widely planted variety in the UK. It is now considered indispensable

within many traditional-method sparkling wine cuvées.



Once dismissed as merely a blending grape, Meunier is now proving its versatility.
Increasingly, it appears in varietal sparkling and still wines in white, rosé, and red forms, with
warm-vintage still reds showing particular promise. Yields can be robust, with unusually
large bunches reported in outstanding years. If Britain can establish Meunier as a serious

still red wine grape, it may yet become a distinctive national signature.



