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Johanniter 

Type: PIWI 

Colour: White 

Origin: Freiburg 

Crossing: Riesling x (Seyve-Villard 12-481 x (Ruländer x Gutedel)) 

Date of crossing: 1968 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 141-ha 

Year of registration: 1997 

Planted area in GB (2024): 1.48-ha 

 

Johanniter is an older PIWI, widely grown across northern Europe and the most planted PIWI 

in Belgium, though only found in eight vineyard parcels in Great Britain. With Riesling as one 

parent and a mix of Seyve-Villard, Pinot Gris, and Gutedel in the other, it carries some 

disease resistance but less than newer crossings. It has two genes against powdery mildew 

and one against downy mildew, so a minimal spray programme is still required. Early 

budburst makes it unsuitable for frost-prone sites, and its compact clusters and late ripening 

demand warm, high-quality locations where acidity can be managed. 

Its inclusion as a recommended variety is based purely on wine quality, demonstrated by 

consistently strong PIWI competition results. Johanniter can produce excellent wines, 

though growers must be selective with site choice to avoid underripeness and excessive 



acidity. Those considering planting it should taste examples from Great Britain and other 

cool regions to judge its style and potential. 

 


