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Huxelrebe 

Colour: White 

Origin: Alzey, Germany 

Crossing: Elbling x Courtillier Musqué 

Date of crossing: 1927 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 311-ha 

Year of registration: 1968 

Planted area in GB (2024): 15.62-ha 

 

Huxelrebe, created by Georg Scheu in 1927 and later shown by DNA analysis to be a 

crossing of Elbling and Courtillier Musqué, was once widely planted in Germany thanks to its 

extremely high yields and ability to reach high natural sugars. German plantings have fallen 

from their 1990s peak to 311 hectares in 2024, reflecting its declining appeal. Known simply 

as “Huxel,” the variety can be vigorous, disease-prone and attractive to wasps, but when fully 

ripe it can produce aromatic wines with a Sauvignon-like character. 

Introduced to Britain via the Wye College experimental vineyard in 1972, Huxelrebe initially 

expanded due to its cropping potential, reaching 59.1 hectares by 1999. Since then, 

enthusiasm has waned and plantings have shrunk to around 15.62 hectares, with no new 

plantings recorded since 2018. Its large bunches, millerandage, and susceptibility to botrytis 

make it demanding to manage, and unripe fruit can taste overly herbaceous. While it has 

produced occasional award-winning wines – including Davenport’s “Hux” – its overall 

decline suggests limited long-term relevance for UK growers. 


