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Gamay noir 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Original variety 

Planted area in GB (2024): 7.69-ha 

Planted area in France (2020): approx. 25,000-ha 

Gamay is a very old French variety, first recorded in the 1300s and long valued for its 

generous yields, although historically overshadowed by Pinot noir for quality. Best known in 

Beaujolais – where it is the sole permitted red variety and often vinified by carbonic 

maceration – it can produce light, fruity wines, but with moderate cropping and careful 

handling it is capable of more refined styles. Despite periodic bans from premium 

appellations, it remains an important and distinctive regional grape. 

In Britain, Gamay has a surprisingly long history, with early plantings likely in monastic 

vineyards and documented use at Castle Coch in the late 1800s, where it ripened only in 

exceptional years. Modern trials began in the 1970s, most notably at Biddenden, but the 

variety has rarely delivered high-quality results even with today’s warmer conditions. 

Plantings have increased modestly from 0.63 hectares in 2018 to 7.69 hectares in 2024, 

though it remains a niche choice. While occasional successes occur – such as a gold-

winning rosé in 2025 – Gamay is generally not recommended for British sites, particularly 

not for prime warm locations. 

 


