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Frühburgunder, Blauer 

Synonym: Pinot noir Précoce 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Old selection 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 212-ha 

Planted area in GB (2024): 95.00-ha 

Blauer Frühburgunder (Pinot noir Précoce) is an old, early-ripening mutation of Pinot noir 

that originated in Germany’s Ahr region in the 1800s and later became the signature red of 

Ingelheim am Rhein. Historically, old clones suffered from Leafroll virus and poor yields, but 

Geisenheim’s work has produced cleaner, more reliable material, with five clones now 

approved. Although German plantings have declined from 262 hectares in 2012 to 212 

hectares in 2024, the variety remains valued for ripening up to two weeks earlier than Pinot 

noir and for achieving better sugars and colour on good sites. 

In Britain it first appeared around 1990 after growers – seeking early Pinot noir material – 

were mistakenly sold it as an early German Pinot clone. A later regulatory ruling allowed the 

French synonym Pinot noir Précoce, enabling proper classification and sales. While it shares 

Pinot noir’s susceptibility to botrytis and offers few agronomic advantages beyond earliness, 

warmer seasons have improved its prospects. UK plantings have risen from 19.94 hectares 

in 2011 to 95 hectares in 2024, and on good sites it can produce attractive still red and rosé 

wines. However, it is unsuitable for marginal locations where even standard Pinot noir 

struggles to ripen. 


