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Dornfelder 

Colour: Red 

Origin: Weinsberg, Germany 

Crossing: Helfensteiner x Heroldrebe 

Date of crossing: 1955 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 6,507-ha 

Year of registration: 1980 

Planted area in GB (2024): 15.85-ha 

Dornfelder, bred at Weinsberg in 1955 and released in 1980, was created to bring deeper 

colour and more substance to Germany’s traditionally lighter red varieties. A crossing of 

Helfensteiner and Heroldrebe, it became Germany’s most widely planted neuzüchtung, 

peaking at over 8,000 hectares and still covering 6,507 hectares in 2024. Wines range from 

spicy, Rhône-style reds to lighter, higher-yielding examples, reflecting its generous cropping 

potential. Despite some quality examples, its prominence has slowly declined as growers 

favour more international varieties. 

In Britain, Dornfelder arrived in the late 1980s and has produced acceptable reds and rosés, 

mostly in blends rather than as a standalone wine. It grows reliably and can yield well in 

warm years, but few UK producers view it as a long-term red wine solution. Plantings peaked 

at 20 hectares in 2015 and have since fallen, with growers increasingly preferring Pinot noir, 

Frühburgunder, Regent, Rondo and newer PIWI varieties for more consistent quality and 

market appeal. Dornfelder need not be uprooted, but new plantings are generally 

discouraged. 


