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Donauriesling

Type: PIWI

Colour: White

Origin: Klosterneuburg, Austria
Crossing: Riesling x Freiburg 589-54
Date of crossing: 1978

Planted area in Austria (2023): 81-ha
Year of registration: Not known

Planted area in GB (2024): None

Donauriesling is a complex Austrian hybrid from Klosterneuburg, created by crossing
Riesling with Freiburg 589-54, itself derived from Seyve-Villard and Pinot Gris x Gutedel
ancestry. It is Austria’s fourth most planted PIWI. The vine grows semi-erect to erect, with
small berries and loose clusters, and offers moderate disease resistance, so a basic spray
programme is still required. It ripens late, around the same time as Chardonnay, and needs a

good site because acidity can remain high.

Wine quality is excellent and among PIWIs it comes closest to true Riesling character. It
performs especially well for sparkling wines, though still wines are possible in warmer

locations and ripe years.



