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Divico

Type: PIWI

Colour: White

Origin: Agroscope Research Centre, Pully, Switzerland
Crossing: Gamaret x Bronner

Date of crossing: 1991

Planted area in Switzerland (2023): 94.93-ha

Year of registration: 2008

Planted area in GB (2024): 14.03-ha

Divico is a Swiss-bred PIWI variety from Agroscope in Pully, created by crossing Gamaret
(Gamay x Reichensteiner) with Bronner (Merzling x Gm 6494). With V. amurensis ancestry
through the Gm line, it was developed for disease resistance and colour depth. Switzerland
has embraced it enthusiastically, planting around 95 hectares and making it their most

widely grown PIWI red.

Its arrival in Great Britain was driven largely by early enthusiasm from the vineyard lead at
East Malling Research Station, who promoted Divico as a potential “game-changer” capable
of producing high-quality red wine despite the British climate. Expectations were raised

further by claims that it might even supersede Pinot Noir as the UK's benchmark red.



However, this optimism faltered when his successor removed most of the plantings after

finding the variety too difficult to ripen reliably.

Despite this setback, UK interest grew, and plantings rose from 4.50 hectares in 2022 to
14.03 hectares in 2024 across 34 sites. Yet the wines have not yet stood out, and the
variety’s late ripening makes performance highly vintage-dependent. Divico may still prove
itself in warmer years, but for now it should be planted cautiously and only on the very best

sites.



