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Chardonnay 

Colour: White 

Origin: Original variety 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 3,050 

Planted area in GB (2024): 1,498.28-ha 

Once thought poorly suited to Britain, Chardonnay nonetheless tempted early growers due to 

its dominance in Burgundy and Champagne. Initial plantings from the 1950s through the 

early 1980s largely failed to ripen properly, producing grapes with extreme acidity and low 

sugars, and many vineyards eventually uprooted the variety. Progress began in the mid-

1980s as a handful of sites, notably New Hall, demonstrated its potential for traditional-

method sparkling wine. Improved site selection, greater technical understanding, and a 

gradual warming trend allowed Chardonnay to transition from experimental to economically 

and viticulturally credible. 

From the early 2000s onward, Chardonnay’s rise has been dramatic. Plantings expanded 

from just 7 hectares in 1988 to nearly 1,500 hectares by 2024, making it Britain’s most 

widely planted grape. High acid levels at harvest remain typical, particularly for sparkling 

wines, but are now effectively managed through malolactic fermentation, extended lees 

ageing, blending, and dosage. Warm vintages increasingly deliver higher natural alcohols, 

unlocking new potential for still wine styles that rival cooler-climate Burgundy. 

Viticulturally, Chardonnay presents both opportunity and risk. Early budburst heightens frost 

exposure, while susceptibility to downy mildew, powdery mildew, and botrytis demands 

diligent spray programs and open canopies. Simple Guyot pruning remains standard, with 



careful crop control essential for still wine quality. While Chardonnay is now indispensable 

for serious British vineyards, not all sites will ripen it reliably, and prolonged bottle ageing 

may challenge commercial sustainability. 

 


