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Cabernet Cortis

Type: PIWI

Colour: Red

Origin: Freiburg

Crossing: Cabernet Sauvignon x Solaris
Date of crossing: 1982

Planted area in Germany (2024): 68-ha
Year of registration: 2004

Planted area in GB (2024): 6.57-ha

Cabernet Cortis, bred by Dr Norbert Becker in Freiburg, is an early-ripening PIWI red variety
grown modestly in Germany, widely in Belgium, and on 50 hectares in France, with 37
vineyard parcels in Great Britain. It grows upright with few side shoots, ripens about a week
before Pinot Noir, and shows good though not absolute resistance to mildews and botrytis.

Like many red varieties, it can suffer SWD damage.

The variety produces wines reminiscent of Cabernet Sauvignon and has achieved high
scores in PIWI competitions. It requires warmer sites in Great Britain and must reach full

ripeness to avoid green, unripe flavours in the wine.



