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Bacchus 

Colour: White 

Origin: Geilweilerhof, Germany 

Crossing: (Silvaner x Riesling) x Müller-Thurgau 

Date of crossing: 1933 

Planted area in Germany (2024): 1,515-ha 

Year of registration: 1972 

Planted area in GB (2024): 333.81-ha 

Bacchus, bred in 1933 at Geilweilerhof by Peter Morio and Professor Husfeld, shares its 

parentage with Optima and was first registered in 1972. In Germany it became closely 

associated with aromatic, fruity Spätlese and Auslese styles and was once widely planted, 

peaking at over 3,400 hectares in 1995 before declining to about 1,515 hectares by 2024. 

Climate warming and shifting market preferences have pushed German growers toward 

more internationally recognised, food-friendly varieties such as Chardonnay and the Pinots. 

In contrast, Bacchus has found a more secure long-term role in Britain. 

Introduced to the UK at Wye College in 1973 and officially recommended by 1998, Bacchus 

acreage has grown steadily from 76 hectares in 1990 to around 334 hectares in 2024. It is 

now regarded as one of Britain’s most reliable and commercially successful still white 

varieties, with a strong track record in major wine awards. In the vineyard it resembles 

Müller-Thurgau in habit, ripens readily in most sites, but is susceptible to botrytis and can 



carry high acidity in cooler years. In hot seasons, sunburn can be an issue, making early, 

well-managed leaf removal essential. 

Stylistically, Bacchus in Britain spans two expressions: a lighter, Touraine-like style and a 

riper, Marlborough Sauvignon-inspired style with pronounced aromatics and greater weight. 

The latter, often with a touch of residual sugar, has proven especially successful 

commercially. With top examples retailing at £15–£20, Bacchus offers strong economic 

potential, supported by an approachable name, clear varietal identity, and consistent 

performance in British conditions. 


