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Auxerrois

Synonym: Pinot Auxerrois

Colour: White

Origin: Original variety

Planted area in Germany (2024): 310-ha
Planted area in GB (2024): 7.25-ha

Auxerrois is an ancient white vinifera variety closely related to Chardonnay and Pinot blanc.
Well known in Alsace — where it appears in Edelzwicker blends or sparkling wines — it is also
grown in Germany, Luxembourg, Burgundy and several New World regions. Productive
Geisenheim clones have supported over 300 hectares in Germany. Although Auxerrois was
placed on Britain's original list of recommended varieties in 1973, it was not widely planted

at the time and never gained strong early momentum.

In the UK, Auxerrois offers moderate vigour, good wood ripening, steady yields and useful
botrytis resistance. It ripens after Miiller-Thurgau but before Seyval blanc and produces a
neutral Pinot blanc — Chardonnay style wine with naturally lower acidity, making it suitable
for cooler or more challenging sites, barrel ageing or sparkling bases. Despite these
advantages, plantings have declined from 9 hectares in 2009 to 7.25 hectares in 2024,
largely overshadowed by Chardonnay. Even so, it remains a variety worth trialling and one to

watch for niche opportunities.



