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Albariño 

Colour: White 

Origin: Original variety 

Planted area in GB (2024): 4.47-ha 

Albariño (Alvarinho in Portugal) is a key grape of north-west Iberia, widely used in 

both single-varietal wines and Vinho Verde blends. Its global popularity has risen in 

recent decades thanks to its crisp acidity, good length and Riesling-like character, 

making it ideal with fish and shellfish. Recognised for its freshness and food-friendly 

style, it has attracted growing international interest and is now cultivated in a range 

of wine regions beyond its traditional home. 

In the UK, Albariño first appeared in 2013 and has reached 4.47 hectares by 2024. 

Early plantings at Sandhurst Vineyards demonstrated its potential, producing wines 

that have impressed even Spanish judges in blind tastings. Chapel Down now buys 

all their Albariño, supporting its development. The variety’s challenges include low 

yields, late ripening and naturally high acidity, but on warm, favourable sites it can 

reward patient growers. With climate improvement and rising consumer interest, 

Albariño remains a promising variety to watch in British viticulture. 


