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Acolon

Colour: Red

Origin: Weinsberg, Germany

Crossing: Limberger x Dornfelder

Date of crossing: 1971

Planted area in Germany (2024): 422-ha
Year of registration: 2002

Planted area in GB (2024): 5.75-ha

Acolon is a German vinifera cross created in 1971 at Weinsberg from Blauer Limberger and
Dornfelder, a variety with a strong pedigree. Released in 2000, it gained attention for
producing deeply coloured red wines and for adding colour and higher sugars to Dornfelder
blends, though with slightly lower yields. German plantings peaked at 461 hectares in 2018
but have since declined to 422 hectares as warmer conditions favour internationally
recognised reds such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot, which offer stronger market

appeal.

In the UK, Acolon arrived in 2009, with plantings reaching 7.45 hectares by 2015 before
falling to 5.75 hectares. It is no longer seen as a strong option for quality red production as
the improving climate has firmly positioned Pinot noir — supported by its heritage,
consistency, and consumer demand — as the preferred choice. Alongside this, newer red
PIWI varieties now offer better disease resistance and viticultural reliability, making them

more attractive for growers seeking resilient and future-proof plantings.



